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Reformation, and defence of Re 

gion, the honour and hippinefſe of 
the King, andthe Peace and Safety 
of the three Kingdomes, England, 


Scotland, and Freland. | 


V E Noblemen, Barons, K "it % Gentlemen, ("itizens,) Bur- 

- geſſes, Miniſters of the Goſpell , ani (ommens of all ſorts 
in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, a»d Ireland, by the Provi- 
dence of God living under one King and being of one Reformed Religi- 
01,having before our eyes the glory of God,and the advancement of the 


"Kingdome of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, the honour and hap- 


bck Lybertie, Safetie, and Peace- of the Kingdoms wherein every 
ones private condition ts included, and calling 'ts mind the treacherous 
and Londy plots, (onſpirarves, Attempts, and praftices of the Enemies 
of God againſt the true Religion, and Profeſſors thereof in all places, 


Ppineſſe of the "of Mageftie, and His Poſterity, and the true pub- 


"eſpecially in theſe three Kiggdomes, ever ſince the Reformation of 


eligion, and how much their rage, power, and preſumption ave of 
late, and at this time increaſed and exerciſed; Whereof the deplorable 
eſtate of theChurch and Kingdoms of Ireland,the diſtreſſed eſtate of the 
{brch and Kingdome 0 , and the dangerous eſt att of the 
Church and Ki of Scotland, are preſent and publick T eſt imo- 
nies ; We have now at laſt, ( after other. meaues of ſnpplication, Re- 
monſtrance, Proteſtatrons, and Suſferangs) for the foo of our 
ſelves and our Religion from miter rume and de jon, Accord: 
to the commendable prattice of theſe K ing dome: —_ times, 
the Example of Gods People in other Nations ; after mature delibe- 
ration reſolved and determined to enter into a mutual and ſalemne 
He and Covenant, Wherein we all ſubſcribe, and each one of 1s 
imſelfe with enr hands lifted up t6 the moſt High Gid, do 
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| Tr. KR, 
A Solemn [cagne nod Commannycip CY 


T. 6 

"THat, we hall fincertfy, really, and conſtantly, throngh the 

of endeavour in our ſeverall places and callings, 
the preſertation- 6f the Reforiried Ratios if the Chutch of 
Scothoik, in Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 
againſt our comtd 0 Encthirs Fong Reformation of Religion 
in the Kingd of Engindand Irelandin Coftrine, Worthi 
Pikiplne SI Conrinnns, accordinig to the Word of Godard 

exathple 


your to bring the Churches of God inthe three Kingdomes, to 

the neareſt conjunfion all unif6rittity in Religion, Confeſſion 

of Faith, Form of Church Government, DireRory for Worſhip 

and Carechizing; That.we and our poſterity after us may as Bre« 

thre: live in Faith and Love, and the Lord may. delight ro dweſl 

in themidſ of us. | 
II. 


That we ſhall in like mafiner, without reſpet of perſons, en- 
dcavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, (that is, Charch Go- 
vernment by Archbrſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellours and Com- 
miffries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons , and all 
other Eccleſiafticall Officers depending on that Hierarchy ) Sy- 
peritition, Hereſie, Schiſme, Profanenefſe, and whatſoever ſhall 
be found to be contrary to ſound Doctrine, and the power of 
Godlineſſe ; left we partake in other mens ſinnes, and eedee 
in danger to receive of thejr plagues, and that the Lord maybe 
one, and his Name one in the three Kingdomes, 


II | 
We'ſhall with the ſame fincetity, -reaflity and conftancy, in oitr 
-ſeverall Vocations, endeavour with onreltates and lives, mutual- 
lyco preferve the Rights and Privileges of the Parliaments, and 
'the kiberties. of the Kingdomes, and to preſerve and defend the 


Majeftics perſon and authority, in the preſervation and dg- - 


Kerer of the true Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdomes, that 
'theworld may bear witnefſe with our conſciences of our Loyal- 
'tic, antt that we have no thoughts or ingentions to diminiſh His 
Majeftis jult power and greatnes;—n wy 


=_ 


of the beſt reformed Charches : And ſhall endea- - 


UMI 


d ITIL, 
We ſhall alfo with afl faithfullnefe endeavour the diſcovery 
of all ſuch as have been, or (hall be Incendiaries, Mali P 


evill Inſtruments, by hindring the Reformacion of Religion,divi 
ding the King from' his peoplt, 0r 0he df the: Kingdomes from 
the peoplexcon- 


' "another,or making anyfaion vt parties amonoſt 


'trary to this Leagne and Covehant, thet they may be brouzhe to 
publick rriall, and receive — au br ama i the 

of rheir offences ſhall require or deferve, or the fapream - Judica... 
tories of both Kingdomes reſpettively, or others having power 
from. them for that cfteRt, ſhall jadge convenient, 


y. 
* And whereas thehappineſſe of a bleſſed Pracebetween theſe 
Kingdomes, demed in former times to our progenitours, is by 
the good providence of God _ naoto us, and hath been 
lately concluded, and fetled by both Parliaments, we ſhall rach 
one of us,according to our place and imereſt endeavour that they 
tmay remain conjoyned in a firm Peace and Union to all poſters- 

- And that Jaltice may be done npon the wilfull oppoſces 

2of, in manner expreſſed in the precedent Articles. 


VI. | 
We ſhall alſo according to our places andcallings in this com- 
mon cauſe of Relizion, Liberty and Peace of the Kingdomes, aſ- 
M and defend all thoſe that enter into this League and Cove- 
nant, in the maintaining and purſting thereof, and ſhall nor faf- 
fer our ſelves diretly or indirectly by whatfhever combination, 
ſwaſionor terrour to be divided and withdrawn from -this 
lefled Union andConjanction,whether to make defeRion to the 
contrary part, or to give our ſelves to a dereftable indifferencie or 
neutrality ia this cauſe, which ſo much concerneth the glory of 
God, the good of the Kingdoms and the honour. of t!.e King ; 
bur {hall allcthe dayes of our lives zealoufly and conſtantly con- 
tinue cheankgniell all oppoſition, & promote theſame _— 
to our power, agaiaft all ters and impediments whatſoever ; 7 
what we are not able our (elves to ſuppreſs or overcome, we ſball 
A3 teveal 


- 


reveal & make known, that it may bezrimely prevented nr remo. 
ved ; All which we ſhall do as in the fight of God, 


eAnd becauſe theſs Kingdenss are guilty of many ſinnes and prove- 
cations againſt God, and i Son Feſus Chriſt, as 1s too manifeſt by our 
preſent Treſſe and dangers the fruits thereef ; We profeſſe and de- - 
clare before God and the werld, our unfained deſire to be humbled far 
our owne fins , and for the fins of theſe _—_ , eſpecially that 
we have not 44. we ought, valued the ineſtimable benefit of the Goſpel, 
that we have not labowred for the puritie and power thereof, and that 
we have not endeavoured to receive Chriſt in our hearts, nor to walke 
worthy of him in o#® lives , which are the canſes of other ſinnes and 
tranſgreſſions ſo much abounding among#it us ; And our true and un- 
fained purpoſe, defire, and endeavour for our ſelves, and all others un- 
der our power and charge, both in publick and in private, in all duties 
we.owe to God and man, to amend our lives, and each one to goe before 
another in the example of a reall Reformation, that the Lord may turn 
away his wrath and heavy indignation , and eftabliſh theſe (brches 
and Kingdoms: in truth and peace. And this (ovenant .we make. in 
the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all hearts, with a true 
intention to perforns the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great day, 
When the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. Moſt Joby beck. 
ing the Lord to ftrengthen us by his holy Spirit for this end,ani to bleſſe 
our deſires and proceedings With ſuch [ucceſſe, as may be deliverance 
' and ſafety to his people,and encouragement to other (hriſtian(wrches i 
groaning under, or in danger of the yoke of Amtichriſtian tyrannie ;to ' | 
$9911 in the ſame, or like Aſſociation and Covenant to the glory of God, | 
| 


the enlargement of the Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt, and the peace and 
tranguility of Chriſtian Kingdoms and Common-wealths. 


UMI 


The Negative Oath. 


A. B. Doe ſweare from my heart that F 

will not direftly,nor indiretly,adhere un- 
to, or willingly affft the King in thu War, 
or in this ( auſe,againſt the Parliament,nor 
any Forces raiſed without the conſent of 
the two Houſes of Parliament,in thu Cauſe 
or Warre : «And F doe likewiſe ſweare,that 
my comming and ſubmitting my ſelfe under 
the Power and Protettion of the Parlia- 
ment , us without any manner of Defigne.. 
whatſoever, to the prejudice of the procee- 
dings of $i Parliament, and with- 
out the atrettion, privity, or advice of the, 
King , or any of his Councell, or Officers , 
other then what F have now made knowne. 
So helpe me God, and the contents of this 
Booke. 


| 
| 
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(1) 


for the Viſitation of that place. 


Hereas by an Ordinance of the Lords and Com- 
op; mons aſſembled in Parliament, for the Viſitation 

74-1 and Reformation of the Univerſity of Oxford 

2 lately publiſhed,power is given tokcertain perſons 
2] therein named as Viſitors, to enquire concern- 
ing thoſe of the ſaid Univerſity that negle& to 
take the Solemne League and Covenant, and the Negative Oath 
being tendred unto them, and likewiſe concercing thoſe ,that op- 
poſe the execution of the Ordinances of Parhament concerning 
che Diſcipline and DircQory, or ſhall not promote or cauſe the 
ſame to be put in execution according to their ſevecall places and 
callings, We the Maſters, Scholars , and other Othcers and Mem- 
tes of the ſaid Univerſity,not to.judge the Conſciences of others, 
but to cleare our ſelves before God and the world from all fuſ- 
picion of Obſtinacie, whilſt we diſcharge our own , preſent to 
conſideration the true reaſons oF our preſent judgment. concern- 
ing the ſaid Covenant, 'OQath, and. Ordinances : ExpeQting ſo 
much Juſtice, and hoping for ſo much Charity, as cither not to 
be preſſed to eonforme ta-what is: required ;in -any the. premifies; 
further then our prefeng judgements will warrantus ; or not coti- 
demned for the refuſing ſo'to doe, without: cleare and: xeall ſa- 
tisfaRion given to our jult ſcruples. 
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Ee) 
of the P the Oita 


"Pte ein againſt the IntroduRtory Preface to the Co- 
venant although iwe inſiſt not much upon, becauſe it may be 
faid to be no part of the Covenant : yet among the things there 
in contained, the acknowledgment whereof is implicitely requi- 
red of every Covenanter, 
7, Weare not able to ſay,het the rage, powerand ore ron of 
7 OE EEDIICLTR Oe is at this time 


e 
2. Nor can truly affirme that we had uſed, or given confent 
ny to the purpoſes thercin 
EX 


preſſed. 
3. Nor doe conceive the entring into ſuch a mutuall League 
and Covenant to be a lawfull, proper and probable meancs 
to preſerve our ſelves and onr Religion from ruine and deftru- 


ion. 
4.. Nor can believe the ſame to be _ 
aftice of theſe Kingdomes, or the example of G Foe 
Mn Wieawatad not. the [oak Foot eb in our 
Hiſtories of a fworne Covenant ever entred into by the 
people of this Kingdome upon any occaſion whatſoever ; 
nor can rcadily remember any commendable example of the 
like done in any other Nation : but are rather told by the 
(a) Sach a» defenders of this Covenant ,. that () the world never ſaw the 
Oath,. as for like before. 
Adatter Pere 


in ſacred or humane fteries, M. Nye, Covenant with Narratrve, pag-12+. 


$. II. 
. Of the Covenant in groſſe.. 


x: Ph memepet finds hou wo can ſhale 6 the taking 
& thereof, as it is now impoſed unders penalty. \ 
3+ Such impoſition (to our ſeeming) being repugnant 


'to the 


.# 


to the commendable 


Jens, and other Circumſtances, the like hath yot brew is «v1 «Age or Oath We read of | 


| 


” 4 


- 


thwvwghane.;.45-por;.co conlent; eather ML : 
_—— e Pa- | 


2 Wathour betray mpg which by our proteſtation 
we are bound, in the chicd = of this Covenant 
muſt fiyeare , with oxy lives and fortanes 't0 preſerve. To 
which Liberty the impoſition of a new Oath, other then is 
eſtabliſhed by ARt of Parliaments expreſſed in he(b)P giv (b) Wherea | 
oof Right and by the Lords oy nyt mn) of thens 
-—— acknowledged to be contrary. ; :have had an 

oath adnuins- | 


fired unto thew owt wv anichle by the Lewes and Shmeneref this Realme, They doe | 
humbly pray that ve aan hereafrer be ts mpey de page 
moſs buanbly prey—4s their rights and ts according to the Lawes and Statmtes 
of this Realre.. Petit.of Right, 2, Carol, (I is dechred 16 74.164 2. That 
the King cannot compril men ts be /worne withous ou lt of Parliament, Exatt's 
ColleR. page B59, B60, 


3- Without acknowledging in the Impoſers, a greater Power 
then, for ought that appeareth to us, hath been in former | 
time challenged ; Or can confilt with our former -Proteſta- 
. \ Linn (if xe rightly underſtand it) in Gandry the moſt mate- 


riall branches 
_ Neither , ace we ſatisfied ; (although the Cavenanc .. = 
ſhould. aox bei upon Qs EATAY recommended ro * 
. us, and then left to ourchoict; ) © +. 
1-; How we ſhould in wiſedome and duty (being Snbjoc) of 
our pws\accord and free will enter into a Covenant;where- -_ - / 5/1 
in what uo ear, vin ay wiſe coperordnt _ 
out his conſent , cither expreſſed or — Foo the Ig” 
Ic his power conceive) \ bas. a 0 
= Lon ons val en rey woe | _—_— 

- ſure » 28 
oc; Bz 2. How F « 


KR: C ) 
Z : "How we can (howthie "His Majeſty? apt og a 
\"(d)Proclem, (4) Interditt fufficiently made known His pleaſure in thar 
of 9. Offeb, © behalfe) enterinto a Covenant, the taking whereof he hath 
\ 19. Car. ' ' forbidden ; withour' forfeiting that Obedience , 
A | which (as'we are perfivaded)' by our naturall Alleptance 
| and former Oathes we owe unto all ſich His'Majeſties Com. 
mands', as are not in 'out apprehenſions repugnant to the 
will of God, or the poſitive Laws of this Kingdome, + 


215 points EEC? ti its 
Of the" firſt Article" of the ('ovenant. 


|} fmany nn are not ſatisfied, how we can with judge. 
\f, ment ſweare to endeavour to preſerve the Religion of 


another Kingdome; -.. | * 

1. Whereof, as it doth not concerne us to have very much, fo 

we profeſſeto have very-little underſtanding. - 

2, Which (fo far as the occurrents of theſe unhappy times. 
have brought it to our knowledge,and we are able to judge J* 
in three of the foure ſpecified particulars, viz. Worſtip, 
Diſcipline, and Government, much worſe ; and'in the fourth 
(that of Dof#rine) not at all better then our own ; which we- 
are in the next paſſage of the Article required to re- 
forme. | t | 

3- Wherein if hereafter we ſhall find any thing [as uponfar- 
ther underſtanding'thereof it is not impoſſible we may )that 
may ſeem-to-us favouring of Popery, Superſtition, Hereſit, or 
Schiſme , or centrary to ſound dottrine; or the power of 
godÞneſſe ; weſball bebound by the next- Article to endea- 
vour the extirpation, after we have bound our ſelves by. this | 
firſt Article to the preſervation thereof. ' 7. 1 1 

| - 4+ Whereinwe already: find ſome things (to onr thinki 
{viz.) In ac- ſo far tending towards (a) Smperſftition and (b) Schiſme, 
counting Br- that it ſeemeth to us more reaſonable that we ſhould call 
bops Anti- | | 
chriſtian, and indifferent Ceremonies unlawfull. {b) viz. Tn making their diſci- 
pline and government a mark; of the true Church, and the ſenigpapelreyale e- 
Jing of he throne of (rf . 
. apon 


+ * 
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- 
F © "ppdn them to reforme the ſame, then that they ſtiould call 
; upon us to preſerue it. 

Secondly, we are not ſatisfied inthe next branch, concerning =, 
the Reformation of Religion in our own Kingdome, in DodFrine, ** 
k Worſvip, Diſcipline and Government ; How we ean ſeare to en- 


, deavour the "99 (which withone making a change therein can- 
not be done,) 
1. Without manifeſt ſcandal to the Papiſt and —_— 
1, By yeelding the cauſe, which our godly Biſhops and Mar. 
tyrs, and all our learned Divines ever ſince the Reformation 
have both by their writings and ſufferings maintained ; who 
"* have juſtified, againſt them both, the Religion eſtabliſhed in 
* "the" Church of England to be agreeable to the Word of 
- . God. | | 
2. By juſtifying the Papiſts in the reproaches and ſcorne by 
Roar -n.3 our Religion, whoſe uſuall objeftion it hath 
' been and is, that we know not what our Religion is 3-that 
fince we left them, we cannot tell where to ſtay ; and that 
our Religion is « (c) Parliamentary Religion. (c) Let me not 
"Prigy = be blamed if 
we call it Parliament Religion, Parliament Goſpel; Parliament Faith. Harding 
confut. of Apology, part 6. Chap. 2. | 3 


| 3. By a tacite acknowledgement that: there is ſomething both 
#i ; in, thedoArine and worſhip; whereunto their conformity 
; hath been required,not agreeable to the Word of God and 
Oy juſtifying them both, the one in his Recuſancy, 

- the in his Separation. 

4. By an implied Confefſion, that the Lawes formerly made 
againlt Papiſts in this Kingdome, and all puniſhments by vir- 
rue thereof inflited upon them, were unjuſt ; in puniſhing 
them for refafing to joyne with usin that forme of Wor- 3 

| Nap, which our ſelves (as well as they) doe not approve ; 


|= "2. Without menfeſt wrong une our elves, our Conſiences, 
| Reputation and Eftates ; in bearing witneſie againſt our 
| ſelves, and ſundry other wayes : by fwcaring to-cndeavour to re- 


- forme that, as corrupt and vicioug 
| ; B3 | 1, Which 


UMI 


(6) 
1. Which. we have formerly by our. Pecſonall Sublcgptic 
approved, as agreeable to Gods Word: and have not _ 
ſince _— condemned by a Tapas _ for ſo doing, os 
conv in our judgements our Brethren 
therein we did amiſſe. . ... gy Ts 
2. Which ia our Conſciences weare perſwaded, not to be in 
any of the foure ſpecified particulars (as it ſtandeth by Law 
> )much lefle in the whole foure, againſt the Word 
3- Which we verily believe (and, as we think upon good 
grounds ) to be in ſundry reſpects much better, and more 
agreeable to the Word of God, & the practice of the Ca- 
tholique Church, then that which we thould by the former 
words of this Article ſweare to preſerve. 
4. Wheteunto the (d) Lawes yetin force require of all ſuch 
Clerks as ſhall be admitted to any Benefice, the ſignification 
of their hearty aſlent,to be artdlted openly inthe time of Di- 
vine Service before the whole congregation there preſent, 
within a limited time}, and that under pain (upon default 
_ of the wore of every ſuch —_— , 
3- Without mawfeft danger of Peryury ; This branch of the 
Article (to our beſt underſtandings) ſeeming direAtly cone 


ny To enr former ſolemne Protdltation, which we have bound 
our ſelves neither for hope, fearc,or other ever to'rc- 
bnquiſh. Whercin the Dodrine which we have vowed to 
maintaine, by the name of the.true Proteſtaut Religion ex- 
eſſed in the Doftrine of the Church of England, we take to 
b the ame which now we are required £0 endeavour £0 re- 
form and alter. na 
2. To the Oath of Supremacy, by us allo taken, cording to 
the.Lawes of the Realme, and the Statutes of our Univeriity 
in that behalfe. Wherein having firſt teſtified and declared 
in our Conſciences, that the Kings Highneſſe « the only ſue 
preme Goverwonr af this Realase, we doe after ſmear to axe po- 
wer 10 aſſiſt and defend all J wriſdittions, Priviteges,Prebeminen- . 
cer, ' and. Authorities ed or belonging to Kings High- 
neſſe, His Heires, and Succeſſors, or auzited and annexed he \ 


_ 


| (7) 
nn nnonk by an exprefle Statute fo —_ 
. ct errant Ar ſelfe-fame words in a 
manner with thoſe uſed in the Qath, is the whole power 
of Spirituall or Ecclefiaſticall Juriſdiction, for the corretion 
and reformation. of all — of errors and abuſes is na- 
ters Ecclefiafticall : as ce) words of the ſaid Statute , 
more at large a . The Oath affording the Propoſition, > Conn 
and the Statute the Aſſumption , we find no way how to privile =, 
avoyd the (oncluſion. f "ot ul 
and preheminences ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical, as by any, &c. for the Viftation 
the Ecchiaftical State and Perſons, and for bode eee Lak —_ of £Z 
ſame, and of all manner errors hereſies, ſchiſmes abuſes offences contempt: and enor- 
as wities, ſhall for ever by amthority of this preſent Parliament be united and annexed 
"to the Imperiall ( rown of this Realme. An AR reſtoring to the Crowne the an» 
tient Juriſdiftion, &c, 1 Elizab.r. ; 


$..IV. 
Of the Second Article of the Covenant. 


it cannot but affet us with ſome griefe and Amazement, 1, 
+ to ſee that antient forme of Church-Government, which we | 
heartily (and,as we hope, worthily ) honour ; as under which our 

. gion was at firſt ſo orderly, without violence or tumult, and 
fo happily,reformed;and hath ſince fo long flouriſhed with Truth 
and Peace, to the hononr-and happinefſe of our owne, and the. 
envy and admiration of other Nations, not only 

1, Endeavoured to be extirpated ; without any reaſon offcy+ 
ed to our underſtandings, for which it ſhould be thonghe 
— or but ſo much as expedient fo to doe. Bur 


2. Ranked with Popery , Superſtition , Herefie , Schiſme and. 

* Prophaneſſe ; which vie unfamedlyprofeſſe our ſelves ro -de-- 
.: 1. | Felt as much as any others whatſoever. 
3» And that with ſome intimation alſo, as if that Government: 
were ſome way or other ſo contrary to ſannd defirine, or the 
power of godlineſſe , that. whoſoever ſhould not _ 


® 


. - theextirpation-thereof miſt of nec ow bobend 
mens ſims, which we cannot yet be m_— to believe. : 
: 4 And wedelire it may be conſidered , in caſe a Covenant of | 
\ like forme ſhould be tender'd to the Citizens of b | 
wherein they ſhould be required to ſweare, they would ſin- 1 
cerely, really and conſtantly without reſpeR of perſons, cn- F, 
deavour the extirpation of 7reaſon, the City Government (by 
a Lord Major, Aldermen, Sheriffes, Common-Councel and . 
- other officers depending thereon ). Mwrther , Advitery , 
T hefr, ( oſenage, and whatſoever ſpall be,—&C.left they ſhould 
partake in other mens ſixnes 5 whether ſuch a tendry could be 
looked upon by any Citizen that had the leaſt ſpirit of free- 
_ in him as an ad& of Juſtice, Meckneſſe and Rea- 
on? 
Secondly, for Epiſcopall Goverament ; we are not ſatisfied. 
how we can with a good Conſcience ſweare to. endeavour the ex- 
tirpation thereof, 1. in reſpef? of the thing it ſelfe. Concer. 
ning which government we thinke we have reaſon to be- 
no, * - | 
I. That it is {if not Zwre divino in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, that is to 
fay, expreſſely commanded by God in his Word, yet) of 
« Apoſtolicall inſtitution, that is to fay, was eſtabliſhed in the 
urches by the Apoſtles, according to the mind and after 1 
the example of their Maſter Zeſ«s Chriſt, and that by virtue | 
of their ordinary power and authority derived from him, as 
deputed by him Governors of his Church. p 
- 2. Orat leaſt, that Epiſcopal Ariſtocracy hath a fairet preten- 
ſion, and may lay a juſter title and claime to a Divine inſti- 
.. tution then any of the other formes of Church-Government 
can doe;all which yet do pretend thereunto, viz. that of the 
Papall Monarchy, that of the Presbytersan Democracy, and 
that of the Independents by Particular Congregations,or Ga- 
thered Churches. | og Lab 
- .2+ But we are aſſured by the undoubted teſtimony of Antient 
Records and later Hiſtories, that this forme of Government SN 
hath beene continued with ſuch an univerſay, uninterrupted, un- 
neſtioned ſucceſſion in all the Churches of God, and in all King- 
omes that have becne called Chriltian throughout the __ 
| wor 


— _ —— 


” 


LIMI 


(9) 


world, for fifteen hundred yeers together ; that there never was 


in all that time any conſiderable © _ made there againſt. 


That of Az#rius was the greatclt, wherein yet there was little of 
confideration, belide theſe two things : that ir EW 
but out of diſcontent ; dſt ine ern 

tion of an Heretique. From which antiquity and arm na 
we have jult ca to fear, that to endeavour the extirpation 
thereof, 

I. Would give fuch advantage to the Papiſts, who we-ne 

againſt us,and our Religion, the contempr of 
ty, and the love wel novelty ; that we ſhould not be ablc to 
wipe off the aſperſion. 

2. Would ſo diminiſh the juſt authority due to the conſenti- 
ent judgement and praQhice of the univerſallChurch(the beſt 
interpreter of Scripture in things not clearly cxprelt ; for 
Lex currit cum praxi :) that without it we beat a 
fofle in ſundry points both of Faith and Aanners, at this 

+ day firmely believed and ſecurely prafticed by us ; when by 
the Socinians, Anabaptiſts,and other SeRtaries = ſhould be be 
called upon for our proofes.As ——— 
explications concerning the Trinity 
Perſons in the God-head "againſt th the _ and « Hs 

- the number, uſcand efficacy of Sacraments ; the 
Bapniing of Infants ; Nationall Churches ; ; the obſervation 
—_ cds-Day 3 and even the Canon of Scripture it 


inthe _—_ of over wy we - not ſatisfied ,' how it 

principles of ory enxity, and Humanity, 

—_ _ te extirpation of 4 vernment (unleſſe it 

had been firſt cleerly deneatirnade to Pe unlawful) to be fincere- 
ly and really endeavoured, _—— 

1. Who have all of us, who have taken any Degree by ſub- 

—_ the 39. Articles, teſtified our ——_—_ of that 


Government: -one of thoſe (a) Articles atfirming the very (a) Art. 36. 


Book containing the form of their Conſecration ns contain 
 Hitnothing contrary'to the Word of God. / 

2. Who have molt of us (vie. a5 many ac kne crerddimto the 
"' Minter) received I their hands : — 


Go) 
ſhould very i] requite for laying their hands upon us; f we 
ſhould now lay to our hands to root them up, and ; han 
tell. for what. - 
' 3. Who have ſundry of us , fince the beginning of this Parlia... 
ment, ſubſcribed our names to Petitions exhibited or inten» 
ded to-bc exhibited to that High Court, for the continuance. 
of that Government, Which as we then did ſincerely and 
really, ſo we ſhould with like ſincerity and reality, ſtill (not 
having met with any thing ſince to ſhew vs our errour) be 
ready to dee the ſame again, if we had the ſame hopes we 
then had of the reception of ſuch Petitions, 
4. Who hold ſome of us our livelyhood, either in whole or - 
ia part, by thoſe titles of Deanes, Neanes and Chapters, Cc. 
mentioned in the Articles ; being members of ſome Colle- 
giate or Cathedrall Churches, And our memories will not 
readily ſerve us with any example in this kind ſince the 
world began ; wherein any ftate or profeſſion of men, 
though convicted (as we are not) of a ctime that might de- 
ſerve deprivation, were required to bind themſelves by 
oath, fanrerely and really to. endeavoyy the: rooting 'out of 
that (init ſelfe not unlawhall) together wherewnh they 
=_ alſo root out themſelves , their cltates and lively- 
ods. | 
5. Eſpecially it being uſuall in moſt of the ſaid Churckes,that 
fuch perſons as arc admitted members thereof, have a-per- 
ſonall Oath adminiſtred unto them, to maintain the ho- 
nour, Immrnitics, Libertyes, and. profits of the ſame; and 
whillt they liveto ſeekg the good, and not to doe any thing 
to the hurt, hindrance, or prejudice thereof ; or in other 
words to.the like'effedt, - _ | act 
Fourthly, = of the Church of Eygland : we are not ſatis- : 


fied how we can ſwear to.endeavour the extirpation of the el}4- 
bliſhed Government, no. ncceflity or jalt Cauſe for ſp doing, 


either offering it. ſelfe,, or being offered. to ous 


1. "Since all of Governmens unevaidably ingoth with 
- [ity befides thofe that are preſeat and. evident , "other 
inconveniences, which no wit ef taan; can poſkibly fore-ſce 


(1) 
to provide againſt, rill late experience diſcover them 1 We 
. cannot be dure, that the evils which may efiſue upon the 
' change of this Government, {which hath been of ſo long 
continuance in this Kingdome, is fo deeply rooted in the 
Lawes thereof, and hath ſo neere a conjunction with, and (o 
ſtrong an influence upon the Civill State and Government, 
as that the change thereof mult infer the neceſſity of a great 
alteration to be madein the other alſo ;) may not be grea- 
ter then the ſuppoſed evils whatſoever they are, which by 
this change are ſought 1to be remedied. For there are not 
yet any come to our knowledge of that deſperate nature, 
25 not to be capable of other remedy,then the utter extirpa- 

tion of the whole Government it ſelfe. 

2. Whereas the Houſe of Commons have (b) remonſtrated, (b) — give ; 
that it was far from their purpoſe or defire to abol;ſb the advantage td 
Charch-Government, but rather that all the members of the this Malige 
(brerch of England ſhould be regulated by ſuch Rules of Order nant party ts. 
and Di/cipline as are eſtabliſhed by Parl:ament and that it was rraduce our 
Malignancie to 5»fw/e into the people that they had any other Proceedings. 
meaning : We are loth by conſenting to the ſecond Article They infuſe 
to become guilty of ſuch fuſion, as may bring us within guro che | 
the compaſſe and danger of the fourth Article of this Co- ple that we: 
venant. — meanto ab» 

liſh all (burch-Government——Remonſt. 15, Dec. 1641. Exact Colle. pag.19. 
T he Lords ani Commons doe declare , That they intend a due and neceſſary Refor= 
oF] » mation of the Government and Liturgie of the Church ; and to take away nothing in 

the one or in the other, but what ſhall be evill, and juſtly offenſive, or at leaſt unne-. 
ceſſary and burthenſome. Declar. 9. Apr.1642. Exat Coll.p.135. 


3+ Since it hath been declared by ſundry (c) Aft of Parlia- (c) Starut of 
. ment, That the holy Church of England was fonnded in the Carlile 25. * 
ate of Prelacy within the Realm of England : We dare not F.r, recited. \ 
1 . , byendeavourig, the extirpation of Prelacy , ſtrike at the 25.F.3. 
very foundation, and thereby (as much as in us lycth) co- 
operate towards the ruine of this famous Church ; which 
in all conſcience and duty we are bonnd with our utmoſt 
" lawfull power to uphold. | | 
Laſtly, iz reſpef? of owr Obligations to His Algefty by our Duty — þF. 
| B 2 and 


(n) 


and oathes : aprotinin how we eunferete edameny 

the extirpation 0 ch-Government by Law cſtablifaed, 
without forfeiture of thoſe Obligations. Y 

x, Having in the Oath of Supremacie acknowledged the King 

to be the onely Supreme Governonr in all Ecclefiaſticall Cam 

ſes and over all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ; and having bound 

our ſelves both in that Oath, and by our Proteſtation, Ts 

maintain the Kings Honour, Eſtate, Furiſdiftions,and all man. 

ner of Rights : it is cleare to our underſtandings, that we 

cannot without diſloyalty and injary to Him, and double 

Perjury to our ſelves, take upon us without his conſent to 

make any alteration in the Eccleſiaſticall Lawes or Govern- 

ment, much leſſe to endeavour the extirpation thereof : Un- 

leſſe the _ of thus —_— ads power and mean- 

ing (which have openly (d) diſclaimed) to abſolve us 

br They 4 ofchar — am which a: God we owe unto His 

qe Majeſty, whom they know to be intruſted with the Ec. 

_ clelaſticall Law. 


| We mean— 

| to keave every man to his own fancie——abſolving him of that Obedience Which he 
| owes under God unto Hi Majeſty, Whom We know to be entruſted With the Eccleſra- 
| ficall Law, as well as With the T emporall. Exa&t ColleRt. ubi fup.p.19. 


| 2, Weeannot ſincerely and really endeavour the extirpation 
' of this Government, without a ſincere defire and reall en. 
deavour, that His Majeſty would grant His Royall Afent 
to ſuch extirpation. Which we are ſo far from deſiring and 
endeavouring, that we hold it our bounden duty by our dai- 
ly prayers to beg at the hands of Almighty God, that he 
would not for our ſins ſuffer the King to doe an ad fo pre- 
(e) That he judiciall ro his honour and conſcience, as to conſent to the 
+ Jenn rooting out of that eſtate , which by ſo many branches of 
l&cep - 1 ah his (e) {oronation Oath , be hath in ſuch a ſolemne manner 
| firms the Laws, ( uftomes,and Fraxchiſer,granted te the (lergie by the gleriowKing 
[S.Edward. And that he will grant and preſerve unto the iſbop: gud o the Churches 
| ommitted to their Chak all Canonicalt Privileges and due and Juſtice ;, and 
\that he will proteft and defend them, as roy your King in hu Kingdome ought to 
ibe Proteftor and Defender of the Biſhops and the Churches wnder their Govern- 
in Vide Exact Coll. P. 290,291. | Gy 

D ; ora 


- —— OE Inn 
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(3) 
fyorn! the aſſiſtance of God to his power to maintain 


3. By the Lawes of this Land, (f)) the (ollation of Bifbepricks (f) See Stat, 
and (g) Deawies ; the (h) fruits and profits of their $ 25.H.$.20, 
and Revenues during their VACAncies ; the (1) forſt fruits and & 1.E.6:2. 
yearly tenths out of all Eccleſiaſticall Promotions; and ſun- (2) See Star. 
dry other Privileges, Profits, and Emoluments , arifing out 39-Eliz.8. 
of the State Eccleſiaſtical, are eſtabliſhed in the Crown,and (h) Star; 14. 
are a conſiderable part of the Revenues thereof ; which, by Z.3.4. 5. 

y the extirpation of Prelacy, as it is in the Article expounded, &17.8.3.14 
or by ſubſequent pradtice evidenced, will be ſevered and cut (j) Srar.26, 
off from the Crown, to the great prejudice and. damage Z{.g.3., & 
thereof. Whereunto, as we ought not in common reaſon, 1, X[;z.4, 
| and in order to our Allegiance as Subjedts, yeeld our con- 
J bs ſent ; ſo having ſworn expreſly to maintain the Kings honour 

and eſtate, and to our power to aſſiſt and defend all Jurif- 

ditions,&c. belonging to His Highneſſe, or united and an- 

nexcd to the Imperiall Crewn of the Realm, we cannot 

without manifelt Perjury (as we conceive). conſent there- 

unto. 

| 4. The Government of this Realm being confeſſedly an Em- 
| pire or (k) Monarchy, and that of a moſt excellent temper (k)—Supre- 
and conſtitution : we underſtand not how it can become us- yan poteſta- 
| to defire or endeavour the extirpation of that Government rem & merii 
| in the Church, which we conceive to be incomparably of all imperium a- 
”| » other the moſt agrceable ,, and no way brejudiciall to the pred nos habet 
ſtate of ſo ms conſtituted Monarchy. In ſo much as Rex.Cambd. 
King ] A M s $ would often fay, what his long experience: #hereas by 
had taught him, No Biſhop, no King. Which Aphoriſme , /andry divers 
though we find in ſundry Pamphlets of late yeares to have ol4 authen- 
been exploded with much confidence and ſcorn ; yet we rique Hiſto- 
mult profefſe to have mer with very. little in the proceed- ries &- Chre- 
ings of the late times, to-weaken our belicf of it. And we zicles it 
mane þ 
* | declared and expreſſed, that this Realm of Englund ig.an Empire , and [o rk HR 
"RE accepted in the world, governed by one Supream Head and King, having the digni- 
| ty and rojall eftate of the Imoperiall Crown of the ſame. Stat.24.H.8.12, Secals 
0: 1 Elizab.3.. 2420119 7] | 6 
C3 hope 
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(14) 
hope we {ball be the lee blamed for onr wnwillingaede to 
have any atuall concurrence in the extirpating of Epiſco« 
pall Government : ſecing of ſich extirpation there is no 
other uſe imaginable, but either the alienation of their Re- 
venues and Inheritances, (which how it can be ſevered from 
Sacrilege and Injuſtice we leave others to find out} or ts 
make way for the introducing of ſore other. form of 
Church-Goverament : which whatſoever it ſhall be, will 
(as we think) prove either deſtrutive of, and inconfiſtent 
with Monarchicall Government, or at leaſt-wiſe more pre- 
judiciall to the peaceable, orderly, and cffeuall exerciſe 
thereof, then a welk-regulated Epiſcopacy can poſſibly be. 


$. V. 
Of the other parts of the Covenant. 


Has jinfiſted the more npon the two firſt Articles, that 
concern Religion and the Church, and wherein our ſelves 
have a more proper concernment : We ſhall need to. inſiſt the 
lcfſe upon thoſe that follow,contenting our ſelves with a few (the 
moſt obvious) of thoſe many great, and (as we conceive) jalt cx. 
ceptions, that lye there againlt. 

In the third Article, we are nor fatisfied that onr endeavour 

to preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſtics Perſon and Authority 
is ſo limited, as there it is, by that addition, 7» the Preſervation 
and defence of the true Religion, and Libertyes of the Ringdome. For- 
aſmuch as | | 

I. No ſuch limitation of our duty in that behalf is to be found, 
cither in the Oathes.of Supremacy and Alleagiance, (which 
no Papiſt would refuſe ro take with fuch a limitation) nor 
in the Proteſtation, nor in the Word of God. 

2. Our endeavour to preſerve the Rights and Privileges of 
Parliaments, and the Libertyes of the Kingdomes, is requi- 
red to be fworn of us in: the ſame Article withour the like 
or any other limitation added thereunto, 

3. Such limitation leaveth. the duty of the SubjeRt, at ſo much 

looſenefle, and the ſafety of the King at ſo great uncertain-- 
| ty ; 


(0.1 


wedid (ove. fivea- 
ring with FI Ty 6. rr of 


Majeſtics juſt er and : the obteftation would 
ſeem very unſeaſonable (at the leaſt) with the fame breath 
- \. to call the world to bear witneſſe with. our Conſciences, 
Gur wo had as: aegis ov iunicſeny os Ginieile the 


5. The fycaring with fuch a limitation is a Teſtimony __ 
SubjeRts Loyaltie(to our ſeeming) of a very a reve 
which, os craig Freeay > Religions 
Conkience of a moſt reſolute Papitt orSochry may forwely 
ſwallow, and the Conſcience of agood Proteſtant cannot 

. burftreinat. , 

- In the fourth Article, 

-, We defircit may be confidered, whether the impoſing of 
RE Article do not {ay a nexcifiep apon the 

n—__y his own Father, / co de- 

| ys oe ; in caſe he ſhould be an Incendiary, Malignant, or 
other evill Inſtrument, ſuch as in the Article is deſcribed. A 

| courſe, which we conceive Eon yeg Region, Na- 

ture and Humanity. 

7. Whether the ſwearing acco ro rhis Article; doth not 

rather | 05m them. ts Children thac are fick of the 

Father, Husbands that are weary of their Wives, &c. by ap- 


pealing ſach, as ſtand berweerr them: and: their 'defires, of 
: Malignancy, ooo aberturnooncy = carmen ph) 
-. | ons and 


Bin rn Jr or wer "rien the 


23 
» 
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as 
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(16), 
ing of our ſelves and brethren' by Oath, anto ;ſuch 
puniſhments as ſhall be infited upon us (without Law or 
Merit )at the ſole pleaſure of ſuchuncertaine Judges as ſhall 
benpon'aiy particular (occaſion depwted for that. effef, of 
what mean quality or abilities ſoever they be,” evento the 
taking away of our lives, f they ſhall think it convenient ſo 16 
dee, though the degree of our offences ſhall nor require 
-or deſerve the fame ; be not the betraying of our Liber. 
ty in the loweſt, and the ſetting up of an Arbitrary Po- 
wer in the __ degree, that canbe imagined. - - 

3: The ſubſtance of the fift Article,being the ſertling and continu. 
ance of a firm peace and union between the three Kingdomes, 
ſince it is our bounden duty to deſire, and according to our ſeve. 
rall places and intereſts by all lawfull meanes to endeavour the 
ſame ; we ſhould make no ſcruple at all to enter .into a Covenant 
to that purpoſe, were it not oo 

I. That we doe not fee, nor therefore can acknowledge the 
happineſſe of ſuch a bleſſed Peace between the three King- 
domes (for we hope Ireland is not forgotten) as in the Ar. 
ticle is mentioned ; So. long as Ireland is at War within 
it ſelf, and both the other Kingdomes engaged in that 
War. | 

2+ That ſince no peace. can be firme and well-grounded that is 
not bottom'd upon Jaſtice, the molt proper and adequate 
at whereof is, 6-1 ſum cuig,, to let every one have that 
which of right belongeth unto him ; we cannot conceive 
how a firm and laſting Peace can be eſtabliſhed in theſe 
Kingdomes, unlefſe the reſpeRive Authority, Power, and 
Liberty of King, Parliament, and Swhjeft, as well every one 
as other, be. preſerved full and entire, according' to. the 
known Lawes and continued unqueſtioned cuſtomes of the 
ſeverall Kingdomes in former times, and before the begin- 
ning of theſe fad diſtraRions. | 

In the ſixth Article we arc altogether unſatisfied. 

4 1. The' whole Article. being grounded upon: a ſuppaſition, 
; . Which hath not-yet; been cyidenced to-us,. viz. that. chic 
Cax{e, meaning thereby (or clſe we underſtand 'it not} the 

joyning in thisCovenant of mutuall defence forthe proſecu- 

tion 


% 


(@) 


of the hae War; was ov! cal _ | 
_ the King dome: ; and thiir mak 
= TLDS Tide Foe of of 
_ Premiſes wereo elrare; eaat'wede 1d our 


free aſſent thereunto , yet were: they hot 1 
een to-ouconlticnces what in this Article is 


be ſworn of us ; unſeſſe we were as CONCern- 
ing the lawfulneſſe of the means ro be uſed' for the ſupport- 
ingef ach + Cauſe. For ſince cvill may noche done, that 
good may come thereof ; | we canton pr be hdd, that 

the Canſe of Religion, Lie 66 an Peace, may be ſupportcd ; 

or the 7 of God, the Good of the Kin ;, andthe Honour 
Fw —_ tra beadvanced, by fach mietns, as [to our 

ns belt unde ) arebork tmproper for thoſe Ends, and 
=— of all warrang from the Lzwes, cithcr of God, or 

- of this Realm, 

Laſtly, in the. concluſion, qur hearts fie ro think, thar we 
_— to pray that other (ri + might be 
——— jon is Jak ry e Aﬀeciation and 

_— to from the darichriffian yoke , Fc. 


1, To om that we doc notknow any Amichriſtian yoke under 
which we were held in thefe omes, and from which 

'-* we oweto thiscither Waror Covenant our freedbme : un- 

X -  tefſe bythe Antichriſtianyoke be meant Epiſcopalt Govern- 
which we hope no man that pretendeth ro Truth and 


t to War- 
1 ro 


will affirm, 
2 We doc not yer bx in the fi of hi Abciion Co- 
 venant argo pr ny thing fo tovely asto His 
_ 6... Ef chat tht 

"Dopt fill our ens ; PT Gi 
3. n_ tothe purpale in the 'c 0 ' 
, ſcemeth ro nsatt one in'effeQ;, as to Fo 

WE: ; Ye. God of Love and Price, 

. o txke all Love and Peace our of the hearts of. Chri- 
\ ſans, —oppdotoatbuped q! \ world in a,com- 


D 2, To 


CL a. 


. 2. To render the Reformed Religiov/ and all: Proteſtants 
odious to all the world. TLTVS 
3+. To provoke the Princes of Europe to ule more ſeverity 
towards thoſe of the Reformed Religion+.if .not (for 
their. own ſecurity ) to root them quite-out of theig. ſe- 
 verall Dommions. | )ty it 
4.. The tyrannie and yoke of Antichriſt, if laid upon the 
necks of Subjedts by their lawfull Soveraigns, is to be 
thrown off by Chriſtian boldnes in confeſiing the Truth, 


and Patien (nffering for it ; not by taking up Arms, 


violent r ce of the Higher Powers. - . 
S. VI. 
Some Conſiderations concerning the meaning of 
., the Covenant. . 


S -: aforeſaid ſcruples are much ſtrengrhned by theſe enſuing 
Conſtderations. by 15/14; nd 

Firſt, that whereas-no Oath, which is contradifory to it. ſelfe, 
can be taken without Perury; becauſe the one-part of every con- 
tradition mult needs be Fl : this Covenant cither indeed con- 
taineth, or at lealtwiſe (which to the point of conſcience is not 
wuch leſſe effecuall) ſeemeth ro us to contain ſundry Contradt- 
Rions : as namely, amongſt others, theſe : 

. 1. To preſerve as.it. is, without change , and yet to reforme 
and alter, and not.to preſerve, ane wud the ſane Reformed Re- 
ligion. 

2 Abfo ſutely and without exception to preſerve; and yet upon 
ſuppoſition to extirpare the ſelf-ſame thing, viz. the preſent 
Religion of the Church:of Scarland.. -,. 


3- To reform Church-Government cſtabliſhed in England and . 


Areland, according to the Word of Gad : and yet to, extirpate 


that Government which we are perſivaded. to be according. 
thereunto, for.the introducing of. anuther whereof we are- 


not ſo perſwaded.. 12. F 
4+ To endeavonir really the extirpation of Hereſies, Schiſmes and 
Prof.neneſſe ; and yer.withall to extirpate that Government 
im the Church, the want. of the due exerciſe whereof tve con- 
ccive 
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- 1: 256e tO-bhye beet cone chief:ranſs of tha growth of the 
. . aiQevils; ind docbtheve the reftoruig and continuznce 
ern be the moſt. proper and cffettull re- 
y, - 
- & To preſerve With our effutes and lids , } the dbetic of th 

Kingdome ; that is, (ain the. Proteſtation is explaided) 
the Subject ; and yet contrary to thelc liberties, toy ed 

- tothe impoſition of this { pvenart, and of the, Negative 
Oath not yet eſtabliſhed by Law : and to put our lives and 
eſtates under the arbitrary power of ſuch as may take away 
both from us when they plcaſe; nt onely without , but 
even againſt Law , if they ſhall judge it convement Te to 
dee. 


- Secondly, we find in the Covenant, ſundry expreflions of dark 
; or doubtful conſtruftion : Whereunto we cannot. ſiweare in 
judgement, till their ſenſe be clearcd and agreed upon. As, Who 
e are the ( ommon Enemies ? and' which be the beſt Refornid (hrr- 
ches ? mentioned in the firſt Article. Who {ia the fourth Article ) 
are to be accounted Malignants ? How far that phraſe of hin- 
dring Refarmation may be extended > What. is meant by the /«- 
= Fndicatory of both Kingdomes ? and ſundry other; | 

| Thirdly, by the uſe that hath been: made _ this Covenant, 

| 


(fometimes to purpoſes of dangerous: conſequence) we are 
brought into ſome fears and jealouſies , leſt by taking the ſame 
we ſhould caſt our ſelves into more ſnares then we are yet aware 
i of, For inthe fict Article, , 

1. Whercas we are to endeaverr the Reformation of Rel; gion in 
this K ingdome,in Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſciplines and Govern 
ment, according to the Wardef God, al the example of the” beſt 
1 Th Ke one rſhi whereby ould 

ormation in Wo ( we-could not 
np toes x (according 'to their for- 


| cer 


D 2 TIN that 


P] 


- mer (a) Declarton) then a review of the ServiceGook, a)TheLords | 
& Commons | 

The they antend + tne and; weefery Reformationof the Litzrgie of 

hz and-1t0; takg away nothing thirew. but what ſhall be evill, and juſt" 
i "Jk as leaſt anveſeſer end brrtbenſome.”: Detlarat. 9. Apr. 1645 
. D3A0T LOW PIBL13Y, | 


(bv) 
rac rhe trimflations might|be im fore places wgaded, 
fome alveraions made m rhe-Offives and Rabrick - of ar 
mot ſoineofrhe Ceremonies laid aſide for the reaſons of 
expediency and condeſcenſion) hath produced un' utter 
abvlitivn of. the Whole form eftabliſhed : withour fb- 
racing any other certain form in the roomthere- 
pr | 
+. The Reforrhation m point of Diſcipline andGovernmente 
knended x fo far as by the overtures hitherto wade we 
are uble ro jadge) i fach, as we conceive not to be accor- 
ling 10 the april of God, or {for anything we know ) ac- 
cording vo the exataple of any Church that ever was in 
the world (belt or worſt) ſince the Creation. 


2. Inthe &oond Article , 'oar griefe and Fears had been leſs, 


if we could have obſerved the extirpation of Popery, Herefe, 
Sehn/me , aud Profuntmrſſe, to have been ek ori 


and det -pnwith as'much ſpeed and animoſity, ns the extirpa- 


ion of Pretacy amd that-which ſome call-Superſtitior. Bur 
when we ſce, ander the notions of rooting out 'Prelacy and 
Saperſtition,ſo mach quicknelſe uſed to fetch inthe Revennes 
of the Church, and the ſacred Utenſils, (no otherwiſegni 
of Superftitionfor we know then that they are wor 
ſomerhing) and onthe other ſide, ſo little yet done toward 
the extirpation of Herefie, Schiſme, and Profanenefſe, {2s 
_ lefſe remporall advantage.) We cannot diffemble 
out {uſpicion,that the deſigners of this Oovenant might have 
iethingelſe before theirepes betides What #n the begin- 
ing ofthe Introdnition is expreſſed ; and har there is fome- 
thing meantin thisArtickethat looketho like Sacrifegethar 


we are afraid to venture thereon. 


3. -Intherhirg Article oo 1 1 © 
1. Athoaghwe fhonld notetherwiſe ave 'epprehetiied 


marrer of dangeror taoment'in thevelering of the partic 
lars, in the Article mentioned : yet fince M. (halloner in his 


Speech,. and others /have:made advantage \ thereof to jnfer- . 
' from that verporder, thatrhe mgs Peglon 

and Authority ought xo be with ſubordination” to the pre- 
ſervation of the Rights and Privileges of Padliaments,” = 


UN 


He 
; of the Kingdome, which apy (c) From, 
beet raed be' excu- hence it #s 
Fr pet hr freer gar any: eidecially, wo _—_ 


conſidering tha if rs mm any force win that the 
hs ut fea; [as romgly he maintenance of the Rights nt 


; 4G Ny en 

ev lr ono renner arcfo-ondered the Parlia- 

© ? Iiithe Proceftation: Atidichens, thet/Proveſtation having the mens and 

advantage of preceding, it will bind us more ftoongly, as Liberties of 

being the firſt obligation, . the K SO 
are 1 41 


firſt place to be preſerved.- Ankv.to'Scotiſh Papers, 18.N9v.1646. page 21, 
"2: Whereas ſome have been the rather indaced to'take the 


Covenatit inthis particular by-boing rotd,. EX 


on Is rhe prefer tion and defeare 'of the arxe: Refi 
Labor Swan 4 was not'to be 


exclu- 


| mention the 


K ing twice 
from the Co- 


Tremont plates leave out'Ta the prefervation and,'&r. pag. 39. & 46. 4 
menu Pag.56. 


told ma late /pamphiee, thatche:King not 
Uucties of , &ec; 1s of 


DER 
fertioy, ſmce we heart deteſt asfalfe and ſcandalous in 
the ſuppoſition,” = inference ſeditious and divelih ; 
| Etro tinan this Article ſceme-e0-give tho 
rnd 1:90.31 toy 
us with horeor 10 chink-whar uſe hath been 


cnche firſtplace; 'arid the Privileges of 


OT OO 27 WIFI ERIE 8 — NP or Ar aur 09s" I 2.9 = 


OR Ps Yann we 795 or 


12) 


'M cas by othets1othierwayty Ad weſpeciatly b 
the Correftor of a fpeech without deres, written inthe - Mk 
\ of M. Challoners Speech: Who is ſobold as toc] rhe Par- 
.Liament, that: they ace bound by their Covenants {for the 
bringing of evill nikraments to condighe -puniſhment ) to 
deftroy the 'King' and. his - ty; and that cannot 
juſtifie the taking away of 5 & and Camerbaries lives 
" for Delinquency, whill they the cheif Delinquent to 
goc.unpuniſhed; | | | _ 


&. VII. 
' Of the Salvd's.'* 


He Sa{vo's that we have uſually met Wwithall, for the avoy- 
ding of the aforeſaid fcruples, either concerning the whole 
Covenant, or:ſome \particulars therein of ſpeciall importance : 
We find upon examination to be no way fatisfaRory to ourCon- 
ſciences. | 
The firſt is that we may take the 'Covenant «x our own ſenſe : 
bur rhis {in a matter of this nature, 5220 impoſed. promjſory 
. Onth//in the performance whereof others-allo are prefumed to 
be'concerned) ſeemeth-to be ; ' | 5 
1. Contrary ro the N:uwre and end of .» Oath, which unleſke ic 
be full of ſimplicity, cannot be Sworn in Truth and Righte- 
. ouſnefle , nor ſerve 10: the ending of. 'controverhies,, and 
... contraditions, which was the uſe tor which it was 6 ary b 
Heb. E. | 
2, Contrary to tht end of Speeth: God having given usthe uſe 
of Speech for this end,that it might be the interpreter of the 
minde z it.beboverh us;avta af gther our dealings; 3nd cor- 
. rracts, fore/pecially avherethers Hs 3he; jnteryention of an 
Oirk, ſo10" ſprak:: e3that) aheyiowhen, is.cancerneth, may 
clearly underſtand our mearting by-ogr words: ,.. 
* 3: Contrary. £0 the end of the (ovenant 8elf., Which being the 
confirmation: of a firm union among; the Covenanters, that 
by _ thereof they might have,mutyall aſſurance of mu- 


+l e & defence 2 If one:may . beall totake it 
in one fenke;& another in a contrary; the Covenar Il 
vo $} have 


(G3J) 
cach; from 0- 


of mucuall afifiance, 
Ws EE ho la Bir 


expreſſe termes un the concluſion thereof) is the 
ron tel 4 all beares, thas he ta- 
it Li entien to 0708 ht fames 45/4 ed 1 
fr pred, Ling a 
2 This will Ks 
1+ That we pra icerhar.one ven which we condemnoin the 
Papiſt, vjx, Swearing with Jcluiticall  equivocationg and. 
vations. -., - net. 30 EW | 
. + 2+ That. wetake the glorions and dreadfull Name of, God in 
- vaine; and play faſt and looſe with Oathes : in as much as 
what we fwearts day in one ſenſe, we may. {wear the direR 
contrary to-morrow in another, 
| 3. Ir will give-ſtrengrh- to that charge which- is layd $0 the Ke. 
Presbyterian party, in ſpeciall, both (a) by Ze/ites and (b), (a) Herethgi } 
Seftaries ; that there is no __ to be given to Proteſtants, vec Deo, nec } 
whateves they ſwear ; becauſe may ſiyear one thing in hominibus 
their Words, and in their own bay; mcan another. ſervant fi- 
dem.-— Spe- 
ciatins bee addo,Calviniſtas in hac re deteriores eſſe quam ” 34 ( OIER Nam Calvi- 
nifte nullam ſervant fi.lem : . Pura, per pura—Lutherani amoderatiores (unt. Be- 
can.3.Manual. Comrov. 14 4&6, (b) Invent Oathes and Covenants far 
the K ingdome diſpence with them When he ge and -<-" <r a As the Wind 
—_- like,a godly Preabyeer. Airaigs off Perfec, ia Biiſhc 


Myr ſecond way.is,: to take the Covenant. with heb or the & i; 
erall.Sa/vo's exp.elſ:d, wits. So far as lawfully 1 may ; 

= ITED agreeable to the Ward ofGed, — {+ of the . v2 

Land ; Saving all O hes ; home formerypans > 121190104 wet 


1, We belceve. ocking hepa es —_ » 4 Fd wt wn IX 
freeiag us from oF guilr of Perjury, that thereby we ſhould: -«—\, +" 
rg of molt vile and abominableHy-. . IE 

> Ne eemeth all one unto us[he thing being otherwiſe ſuppo- wi, ob _ 


full) as if we, hould fixear to ki it 
| ak cfries our Rives fo Fareclanfa "phy 


3+. If. 


(@) 


> x If this would fativfic th%-Conſcietice,We 
Confeicate' not only take the preſent Covenant; but” cven 
nomads 7 agar gre» EE the Buy. 


frcar to maintain and- - Gther-of 


, | Kt 
' * ther; wie. fo far 5a will Werhzy, or le 
6 20 the Wort of God; vt 4 WON STEL YH 51 3s 11408 21 1135; 


3s Thirdly, for the ſecond todd rm rk ey hemp rey 
cerning the extiepatibr of Church-Government, we arc rold 
that it is to be underſtood ef the whole Government, taker col- 
leftively and in-faryſu compoſito, foras ifave doc endeayonr bur the 
taking away of Apparitors only, or of any other one kind of infe. 
rioar © officers belonging to the Ecelefiaſtrall Hierarchy ,'*'we 
ſhall have faffici diſcharged onr whole: promiſe jn that 


particular withour an FRE done to Epifcopacy: But * = - 
þ 


*% 


wattroctr wt, 


I. Neither the co rs of the Covenant by their words, 
—_ nor the impoſers of it by their Ations, have giver us the 
=_— leaſt frenitication that they meznt no more. | 
| 2, Yea rather, if we may judge either by the cauſe or the [ 
effefts, we may well think rhere was a meaning to extir- | 
pate the whole government, and every part thereof in the 
Article expreſſed, For | MED IF 
x. The Covenant being {as we have no canfe to doubr } ffa- | 
med at the inftance of the Scots and for the cafjer pro- 
curing of their aſſiſtance tn the late War,was therefore in 
all reafon & to be framed and underftood as to give them 
(c) By the - ſhriffition,&confidering what themſelves have(c)dech- | 
Covenant, red ) againſt Epiſcopacy, we have little reaſon rg belgeve | 
bath Houſes the taking away Appatitors, or any thing, IM rhen the 
of Parlia- . rooting out of Epiſcopacy it {elf , would have fatigfieg | 
ment, ma- TCR L | | wu 
ny thouſands of other His Mapeſtice Supjeftr of Enyhond arg, Ireland flant bound 
4 Well as We to hinder the ſetting ip of the Church-Goverwiment by Biſhops ip the | 
Kingdome of Stotlund : «And that we as Well as they ſtand bongd to endeavonr the | 
extirpation thereof in Enpland and Treland. Scots Dechr. to the States of the | 
Urited Provinces , 5, Aug. 1645. recited in Anſwer. to rhe ,Srots. Papers, £ | . 
pag. 23 #43. 0707 10 Eft ! ts 7 ; je | > 1:49 as _ 4 
" '95\ The proceedings aHfo finee the entring. of this Chvenane 
©. kiendeavonring by Ordirance of Parliament "ow — 


. Y - 


'of | 
forma es of anſwering, batlirtfe ſari«f incicher  * 
The forme by tying jig (hich meth 1-0 place of - un- 

oy fc Divimity) that "Proftettion and Subje- 

{nn mp either to other-, the King being 

dich! ve us p_—_ we are thereby freed 


. Hanſededende on. Whereas 

x: The Subjety ( Fur ſrbjettionis ) doth not 
ſpring ons relate unto the aftuall exerciſe of King- 

ly ; bur from and unto the Princes oblj 
if < eron to proteRt (Ju Proteftienss.) Which obligition hy- 
| þ img upon him as a duty which he is bound in conſcience 
| ' toperforme, wherrit is in his power ſo to doe ; the re- 
obligation thereuaro fyeth upon us as 2 daty 
| which we are bound in conſcience to orme, when 
i is in our power ſo to doe, His mability therefore to 
rforme his duty doth TING m the neceſ- 
foer I e® ours, ſo long as we arc able to 


thould —_ ies us, but negle his part, 


abikey co perforr it ; his vo- 
fx voto fe from che Faithfull 

performance of 
FE Kſe then oughe 


t#e@ de done 6n onr part, How 
we to think our ſelves 

from our CE EN oeftion on his 

- pat is norfrom the wane of will, but of powet ? 
| 2. The later (wherein yet ſome have triumphed) by fayin ng 
Burlizthent being the ſupreme 'Jadieatory 6f the 
| Kinwdome; the King, Whereſdever in - BER Pome 
 — thiettiw lr poibcr, Fin 2fl other Conres of Juſtice : and that 
- therefore whatioever is done by theit), is not done without 
" rhe King; brit by life. But pa—_ if in things 
prope or 
bel oF rhe Gremlin 
to our 


2 oy 


thongh 
luntary neg] 


, 


that 


(26) 
thas the King is there is bus power, as it is evident to que ſen- 
ſes that he is not there is bus Perſon : Which © far 2s our 
naturall reaſon and ſmall experience will ſerve ns to judpe, 
all that hath been ſaid to that parpoſe can never doe, © 

For, firſt, to the point of preſence : 


d) The old of Lawes the ) 7 was ſimply neceſhary, 
—_— of ma es wee poſed to be included in 
Ads of Par- the Votes of the two Houſes : otherwiſe, what uſe can be 
liam, were, made of his Negative voice ? or what. need to (c) defire bus 
The King Rozall aſſent, to that which may be done as well without ic > 


» 
+ wideth, ordeineth, eft at liſheth, gramteth, &c. by the aſſent of Parliament ;e+-c. . See 


T emporall, and at the ſpeciall inſtance and requeſt of the Commons of this Realms, 
hath ordained, ec. See Statntes 1 H.4. till 1 H.7. A forme of fuch Petition 
of the Commons, ſee 1 R. 3. &. Prayen the ( ommons in this preſent Parliament 
efſembled, that Where, &c. Pleaſe it therefore your Highneſſe, by the advice and 
afſent of the Lords Spiritwall and T emporall in this your preſent Parliament aſſem- 
" bled, andby the auth o:3;y of the ſame, to ordaine, &&c. 
No Bill is an Aft of Parliament, Ordinance, or Edit of Law, although both the 
Honſes agree unanimouſly in it, till it hath the Royall Aſſent. Ancient Cuſtomes, 
54. 
+ Y de cenx troys Eſt.uts eſt appellee un Aft de Parkament : car ſans touts 
troy: neſt aſcun AF de Parl. Finch Nomotech. fol.21. 
We admit that no Atts.of Parliament are complete, or formally binding without 
the Kings «ſſent.. H. P. Anſwer to David Jenkins, pag. 6. | 
(e )}—Which if your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to adorne With your Majefties Royal 
aſſent, (Without which it can neither be complete and perfett, nor—)Stat,1.Jac.1, 


f) Stat.33}. 2+ The (f) Statute, providing that the Kings afſeut to any Bill 
= ” Hel ander bs greet Seal ſhall beto ates oem 

id & effeftual.,as if he were ' preſent doth clear- 
ly import that as to the effect of making a Law.theKi 


it appeareth either ig his Perſon 


Is be perm marr pr in a beliefe that for the making 


Statuees till x H.4. After that,7 he Kg,of the aſſent of the Lords Spiritual and 


wer isnox otherwiſe really preſent with the twoHoules,then ; 


UMI 


C.2Þ 


| tyencs then believed by tho chatare content to make ul 
- fs 


' 2. Suck preſence of the King there, when it ſhall be made 


CO =- 
weore are fubjet to ma- 
parity of in cvery 


: ) may d 
which a Jultice of Peace cannot doe: And the 
of a pety Mannour hath power to adminiſter an Oath, which 
COENIRUNY the Houſe of Commons it ſelf hath no po- 
wer to 

2+ That the high Court of Parliament is the fupream Judicatos | 
| ———_e yo m_— arr (6) Deminus 
. . $ , Mem- . 

=Q Councell : de. ing ſo, the Kex habet or--. 

reaſon of difference is plaine between that and Judi- dixoran joe 
catories in ſundry reſpetts, riſditionens, - 
gnitatens | 
& poteſt atem ſuper ones qui in reguo ſuo ſunt. — Fa qua jrriſdiflionss ſunt os © 
Pactom—ad nullun pertinent ni —ik_— Lef1a08, NEC A COT On ſom | 
parari peſſunt. Bratton cited by Stamford, lib.2.cap. 2. 4 


all in his name,Zand by his authority ; and therefore the pre- 

. . J . 5 = = 
on is ſufficient, his perſonall preſence not neceſlary, neither 
hath he any perſonall vore therein at all. .But inthe high 


E 2 


. Court of Parliement,wuhere clie Kidg hieſ@lf x 
X his and by his * 
Judge, j judging in Mb own name and by Is 


to be 
other tn acl preſence: of his 
all repreſentation groit Seal, 
2. The Jadges arty way; "eta hy ure -20 at 
"all infis name, and by his Authority, doe therefore take 
Oathes of fdekiry for the excrcaling of Jadicatare in 
their ſeverall plaves.z fitung there, not by any proper;iarereſt 
of their owne, but only in Tight of the King, whoſe] 
ho are; and therefore they are called the. Kings halls 
Miniſters, But in the high Court of Puree, th 
Lords and Commons ſit there In Councell with the 


\ 


therefore thry Jadgesutche Kings 
Couceh om "have theiede | proper and in- 
ew þowt-yart mans. ay b> compa ion 
reafor\ whertof they become difintt 

1) Ordo =_— ate times they have been ſtiled {in this 

as We concoire)(1}: rhree dyftint? Eftares. Eqth of which 


being ftppoſed ro be the belt Confervators of their own 
proper interclt ; if the power of any one Eſtate ſhould be 
— preſence in the other two, that 
e muſt needs be vimcritably liable to ſuffer in the O- 
— Kingdome : The dpoatenty of 
&iveto the e p of 
EEE CC wend 


proper intereſts of the maine parts,uiz., The King,Lords,and 
Commons, inviolate and entire. 


pln, (wic. the Lords Spininall and Temporal], and the Commons) repreſon- 
Orhan neo 9s Realnue of England, 1 Eliz.3.—the State of the 
Off being one of the T5 5 of thus Sus 8 Eliz. 1, * 
) See Fi 6 pra 


00 PECTIN as their power is 
gw rai and meerly. Judicial, are bounded by the 


_ preſent Lawes, and lamiced alſo by. their owne Adts : = 


Supreme Judge f for a ved res of the whole Realm y a 


- 
+ » * Ss a —_— 


: ibp Sos Layees Lafr'y | 
pond above or againſt the Lawes already cltabliſhe: 


ive power in aftly Community 
tions) can 
or perſons as the Soveraignty of that Community 


5 ative rather then of 2 Judiciall power ; and-no AR of 


valid, ualeſe it be confirmed by ſuch perſon 
relideth 
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